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use its power and prestige to force the change on the subject group.
Should acculturation be voluntary or compulsory? Should it be
dependent on the appreciation of the innovation on its merits in
comparison with the old trait it is to replace, or on the power and
prestige of the governing group ? In the latter case, "there is the
danger that traits which are good on their own merits and which
the governing group itself might copy from the subject group might
be destroyed and replaced by inferior ones of the governing group.

But this, too, is a universal problem. Should Nazi culture be
forced on the Germans? Should Fascist culture be forced on the
Italians? Should Communist culture be forced on the Russians?
Should democracy be forcibly replaced by dictatorships in certain
European States? Should force or fraud or prestige be used to
propagate religion and other beliefs ? Should citizens be conscripted
for an imperial war?

A discussion of the merits of revolution or evolution or of consent
or compulsion in promoting change is not relevant to the present
discussion; the relevant question is whether these problems distin-
guish Western from non-Western Civilizations, or whether they are
of a universal nature.

It may be observed, in passing, that, as regards speed of change,
ontogeny may be a recapitulation of phylogeny, but it does not
take the same time. Each generation starts where the previous one
left off, and not directly from the bottom of the culture-ladder.
Acculturation is at the top-level already attained. In the fields of
"Western" education, religion and material culture, like dress and
articles of trade, White teachers, missionaries and tradesmen have
not asked the "primitives" to undergo a probation of centuries, but
acculturated them at the most modern level, so that the acculturated
"primitives" covered centuries in a very short time. But when it
comes to self-determinism, self-government and parliamentary and
free institutions for the non-White peoples, the Whites have often
held that long tutelage under White masters was essential, for did
not England take centuries to develop such institutions ? Apparently,
it is quicker for the "primitive" heathen to bridge the great chasm
of centuries in spiritual matters, and become Christians, than to